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Mode conversion of laser-excited shear waves interaction
with the side of vertical cracks

FENG Wanwan, JIN Lei, ZHAO Jinfeng, PAN Yongdong
(School of Aerospace Engineering and Applied Mechanics, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstract: In order to study mode conversion of laser-excited shear waves interaction with the side of vertical cracks, the
laser-generated ultrasound propagating along the horizontal surface and received on the vertical surface was simulated by means of
finite element method. After experiments, the change of displacement signals received by side receiving point at different depths
was analyzed when laser-excited ultrasonic was transmitted to the vertical side. The results show that, when the side receiving
point is within the corresponding depth of the critical angle, the surface wave signal generated by laser-excited surface wave at the
secondary source of the corner appears. When the side receiving point is outside the critical angle, there is a mode transformation
generated by laser-induced shear wave acting on the side of the vertical crack, and a new surface wave is formed. Furthermore,
when the excitation position is fixed, time difference of arrival between both signals increases gradually with the downward
receiving position. The results can promote the detection of vertical cracks by laser ultrasound.
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Fig. 1  Analysis of reflection characteristics of shear wave at oblique inci-

dence to vacuum interface in solid materials
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Fig.2 Finite element model of waves generated on the horizontal surface

and received on the vertical side
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Table 1  Material parameters of aluminum for finite element model

Young modulus/ Poisson’ s density/ specific heat capacity/ thermal conductivity/ thermal expansion bsorntivit
GPa ratio (kg-m™) (J-kg™' =K (W-m™.K™1) coefficient/10 > K absorpuvity
70 0.33 2700 900 160 2.3 0.05

Table 2 Velocity of waves in aluminum material

vg/(km - s7) v,/ (km - s7") vp/ (km - s71)
3.080 6.260 2.910
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Fig.3 Displacement signals at different receiving positions
a—from Opm to 400pm  b—from Opm to 1200pm  c—from 400pm to
4000pm  d—from 6000um to 6800um
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Fig.4 Propagation routes of different displacement signals
a—the propagation route of laser-excited surface waves b—the propagation
route of laser-excited shear waves c—the propagation route of surface waves
generated by comner B d—the propagation route of surface waves generated

by mode conversion
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Fig.5 Experimental diagram of surface waves converted by shear waves

a—text sample b—experimental arrangements

Table 3 Position of laser excitation and signal reception

laser excitation critical angle critical depth probe position

x/mm 0/(°) xtanf/ mm y/mm
30 17.3 4.8
40 23.1 10.6

30
50 28.9 16.4
60 34.6 22.1
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Fig. 6 Side reception of surface wave piezoelectric probe corresponding to
laser-excited ultrasonic at different positions
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Fig.7 Side reception of surface wave piezoelectric probe corresponding to

laser-induced transverse wave at critical angle
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Table 4  Experimental calculation of critical angle of aluminum materials

probe position for

laser excitation the first signal Ry critical depth  critical angle
x/mm y/mm 0/(°)
¥/ mm
30 5 17.5 30.2
40 15 27.5 34.5
50 30 42.5 40.4
60 40 52.5 41.2
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